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With Spring approaching the 

birds are returning 
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Presidents Report 

Your new committee had its first meeting this week and 
spent a bit of time discussing our objectives to guide our 
activities for the rest of the year and to help start our plan-
ning for 2021.  In particular, we talked about supporting 
more active participation and how we go into more depth 
in specific topics, perhaps by using smaller groups. 

 

We also had a progress report from Deborah on the great 
work she is doing to develop image uploading through our 
website to replace our current email/USB stick process.  
We currently plan to have this up and running for the start 
of 2021.  

 

For this year, we are planning for all our meetings to be 
online.  If we can get together, first outside on walkabouts 
or later for larger meetings, we will do so.  We know that 
getting our and about with our cameras is what our pas-
sion is all about.  But that will be a bonus.   

 

Our September meeting on the 1st will see Tom Putt re-
turning to give us his feedback on our Open images and 
the following week on Monday, our Technical Night will 
be on Feedback – giving and receiving.  Taking construc-
tive feedback on board is the key to improvement and 
through platforms such as Cluster and our competitions 
we have the opportunity to provide feedback and support 
to each other in this. 

 

Finally, a couple of dates for your diaries.  The November 
Club night has been moved to our normal date of Tuesday 
3 November (Cup Day) as we no longer have to vacate 
that date due to room booking clashes. 

 

Our end of year meeting will be held on Saturday 5 De-
cember.  Judging of the end of year competition from 7:30 
with the usual social gathering beforehand – virtual or 
actual? Let’s wait and see.  Details for the end of year 
competition are being finalised so look out for this infor-
mation shortly. 

 

Stay safe and a special call out to our eight members in 
Sunbury under Stage 4 lockdown. 

 

James Holgate 

President 

Tuesday 1 September  

Tom Putt  

Judging of OPEN Images  

 

Monday 7 September 

Tech Night – Guidance on 
Providing and Receiving Feed-
back 

 
Monday 3 November 
General Meeting will be held on 
Melbourne Cup Day (not resched-

uled as in previous years) 
 

 
Having Problems joining MRPS 

meetings via TEAMS? 

For assistance, contact Equip-

ment Officer John Spring.   

equipment@macedon-ranges-photography.org.au  
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A selection of MARKET images 

from Allan Chellingworth  

Captured on MRPS Outings 
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Not Just Pixels—Mobile Phone v/s SLR 

Have you ever taken a shot with your phone and later realised how much better it would have been if you had your ”Good 

Camera” with you? 

In July this year I was looking after a remote property in north west NSW and was wandering along a creek which still had 

water in it from recent rains.  The location is 20km from the house and walking along the river involves getting low to 

navigate around logs and under low branches.   

I had left home before dawn and was pleased with some of the early light images I captured at the ruins of an abandoned 

homestead and of old relics on the tip so did not take my SLR on the river walk. 

I was moving quietly so as not to disturb the wildlife and chanced on a pair of ducks with 8 ducklings.  I observed them for 

a while and decided to take a photo on my phone before moving on.  It has a 48K image option which I selected and took 

the below shot. 

What I thought I captured was one of the ducks feigning an injury to draw me away from the ducklings.  There was quite a 

fuss and the water surface was greatly disturbed 

One Parent and the ducklings remained in cover at the bottom left of the images 

When I returned home to Victoria, I copied the image to my computer and examined it more closely and discovered there 

was a lot more drama to the shot than I initially realised.  I had captured the attack by a hawk on the “injured” duck.  

Unfortunately as you can see, the high pixel phone images lack contrast and clarity 
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The hawk then landed and waited for the right moment to attack again. 

 

As soon as I moved, the hawk flew off and the “Injured” decoy duck dived under the water 

 

If only I had my SLR along!                   Paul Fletcher 
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20 Week Challenge 

Week 17  

High Key 
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The folded mountain ranges of the Flinders Ranges have rarely looked 

better than this incredible image from ESA’s Sentinel-2 satellite. 

This image was captured on 31 December 2019 by the Copernicus Sentinel-2 mission. The Sentinel-2 mission con-
sists of two polar-orbiting satellites designed specifically for land monitoring, imaging and tracking vegetation, soil 
and water cover, inland waterways and coastal areas. 

 
The image was processed by selecting spectral bands that can be used for classifying geological features.  

 

False-colour images incorporate wavelengths of light beyond what the human eye can usually see. Selecting partic-

ular combinations of these extra wavelengths (such as near-infrared or shortwave infrared) and visible light  often 

reveals features of landscapes that are difficult, or impossible, to see otherwise – in this case, geological formations. 

https://australiascience.tv/the-flinders-ranges-look-incredible-from-space/
https://www.copernicus.eu/en
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/features/FalseColor
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MRPS Focal Point Article – Microsoft Windows 7 Operating System 

Support ended Jan 14th 2020 – does it mean a new computer 4u  ? 

From John Spring -  equipment@macedon-ranges-photography.org.au 

After 10 years, support by Microsoft for it’s Windows 7 Operating System – it all ended on January 14, 2020.   

What does this mean for you ? 

Many members like me have one or more legacy computers in the house operating under Microsoft’s Windows 

7 Operating System. The installed software appears to be running OK without any major issues at the moment 

but for how long? Microsoft says ‘your PC will still work, but it will become more vulnerable to security risks 

and viruses because you will no longer receive software updates, including security patches.’ 

Windows 7 was the version of Windows most widely affected by WannaCry Virus in 2017. Without patches, 

Windows 7 is still vulnerable to the recently disclosed BlueKeep bug and several other flaws that were suppos-

edly to be patched last year. 

There is a loving affinity built up over many years for the Windows 7 Operating System and especially the Start 

button on the desktop has been a successful interface for most us. Microsoft have been forced to provide this 

Start button functionality in upgraded OS versions Win 8.1 and win10. However there has been a notable reluc-

tancy to move to a new computer with the Windows 10 Operating System while older equipment continues to 

function. There is also now the annual or monthly subscription cost of software to take into account where 

once we single purchased the software and were able to keep it current with SP upgrades and reinstall on later 

OS versions (sometimes). 

I have a old Dell Alien laptop that cannot be upgraded to Windows 8.1 or Windows10 because of internal hard-

ware component conflicts. Essentially these old components do not have windows 10 upgrade drivers. So this 

windows7 computer continues to slowly chug away as a TV streaming server however I do ensure it runs an up-

dating internet Antivirus program. Eventually a replacement will be required. Better to plan and undertake 

while all it is working rather than being forced because of computer component malfunctioning or the bigger 

challenge when a hard disk data drive failure occurs ( touch wood mine will last till the end of the year !). 

Computer functioning and internet speed issues have been made more apparent to all of us with substantial 

increased home use and video-conferencing following the COVID1-19 pandemic isolation and lock down re-

quirements. Leaving out upgrading your Internet (NBN?) broadband connection to another day lets deal with 

assisting you with an evaluation of how and when you need a computer upgrade or a complete computer re-

placement. 

Your computer is a major part of your daily life and it’s ‘slowing’ down the more it’s being used.. 

Your computer has started to have unexplained glitches and occasional freezes such that re-booting is your 

only option… 

. 

mailto:equipment@macedon-ranges-photography.org.au
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Continued 

You are nearly out of Operating System, Program running or data storage space  

Your important programs are running slower and being less responsive... 

Your computer is making odd noises or no (fan) noise at all ... 

You can't install and run the latest software versions, updates and patches... 

It will cost almost the same to upgrade your computer as replace it. ... 

You have already upgraded your computers components – but need more performance and storage ... 

Not withstanding the above issues you should seriously evaluate replacing your computer about every four 

years. That's based on a cost analysis, plus the average home time it takes to wear out critical older internal 

parts like mechanical hard drives versus new Solid State storage devices. Perhaps five years for reliable older 

desktops, and three to four for rugged older laptops. But if you are almost continuously using your computer in 

the COVID-19 environment perhaps half these time spans will be appropriate for review. 

Is it to be a Desktop or Laptop (or tablet etc) ? My preference is for a large rugged gaming Laptop with solid 

state RAM and data storage drives. Specifically, gaming type laptops are built for long use and high graphics 

processing speeds which is what photographers and videographers need for image processing. You can check 

benchmarks for important computer components like CPUs and video-graphics cards etc at a web site like 

‘Video card Benchmarks’ https://www.videocardbenchmark.net/gpu_list.php 

One of the main safety features that I like about the battery powered laptops in our rural Macedon environ-

ment is automatic power conditioning and the ability for LapTops and other similar battery devices to trans-

cend brown-outs and keep going during mains power failures. A further advantage is the powering of USB de-

vises (Internet dongle & usb storage drives) in emergencies although attached devices will reduce the Laptop’s 

battery running time but should still be substantial. 

Where and how to obtain additional information and to bounce off your ideas for configuring and pricing a new 

computer or an upgrade ? MRPS members have a large range of computers – PCs and MACs and seem to al-

ways be ‘about’ to replace or upgrade their computer equipment. Ask around or send me an eMail or catch up 

on Teams to discuss your computer issues. Importantly first identify your needs rather than your wants, re-

search your options on the internet and check what others members have undertaken. 

Google terms like ‘checklist for buying a computer’ and check through multiple articles.  I am also starting an 

evaluation process for a possible new purchase leading up to this Xmas.   Good luck. 

John Spring -  equipment@macedon-ranges-photography.org.au 

mailto:equipment@macedon-ranges-photography.org.au
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